A Photo Album
My
friend
and
co-researcher,
John
Micklethwait, rang me recently. He’d been
given a photo album by a collector who had
realised that the album could possibly be
returned to the family as almost all the
photographs were labelled and some of the
names were unusual, like Micklethwaite! John
had looked at the album and decided that these
Micklethwaites weren’t his branch. He
mentioned names such as Milnes and
Stephenson, neither of which I recognised. After
a day or two pondering the matter, John was so
intrigued he came to see me with the album and
we worked at it together. Whose family was it?
Almost all the photographs were named, which is a great relief as so many albums are unlabelled. (Hint
to readers leaving their photographs to posterity: please label them!) The Milne and Stephenson
families were well represented in this album, with occasional other names, including Micklethwaite.
The Milne and Stephenson names gave me no clues –
they are not names that show any great connections to
the Micklethwaite branches. The other confusing thing
was the photo of “Grandma Clara Clough” who was
“Joe Micklethwaite’s mother”, but I had no Clara
Clough married to a Micklethwaite.
Thankfully, one photograph of Fred Micklethwaite was
labelled with the information that he was Joe’s father.
I’ve had issues of this nature before and I can search my
database easily and quickly for father/child pairs. My
luck was in - there was only one such Fred and Joe.
According to my data, Joe was born in 1907 to Fred
Micklethwaite and Clara nee Nash. No trace of a Milne
or Stephenson. However, I noted that Fred died in 1910,
and there’s a Clara Micklethwaite who married Lewis
Clough in 1920. I thought this must be Fred’s widow.
Looking through the album, I found the names of Joe’s
aunts and uncles. These appeared to be Milnes. The
census records revealed that they were indeed Clara’s
siblings, with parents Robert Milne and Mary Jane.
Clara’s birthday was however, according to one
photograph, in 1870. But no Clara Milne was born that
year – and Clara was called Nash when she married.
Then I discovered that Robert Milne had married Mary
Jane Nash in 1872, 2 years after Clara was born. And
yes, there was a registration for a birth for Clara Nash in

1870. So Clara was born out of wedlock, which explains
some of the confusion regarding Nash and Milnes.
Next, who were the Stephensons? There were several
photographs of cousins Charlotte, Ivy and Florence
Stephenson. More digging into the BMD and census
records showed that Clara’s sister, Hannah, had married
Joseph Stephenson, and in 1911 they had 3 girls with
those names. There is another photograph of Mr and
Mrs William Stephenson of Horbury – he has a cap with
the label “station master”. I guess that they might
Joseph’s parents, but I haven’t been able to confirm this
yet.
Joseph was shown on one photograph as Uncle Joseph,
with another Joseph Stephenson shown as sister Lydia’s
boyfriend. I’ve not found a marriage for Lydia, and
there was a suitable death for her in 1966 – perhaps she
never married; perhaps her boyfriend was killed in the
First World War. Another sister, Phoebe, married
William Norgate (another photograph). There was also a
photograph of George Windle Milne in uniform. Google
reveals the cap badge is from the Durham Light
Infantry, and Ancestry has a medal card for a George W
Milne who served in the DLI and in the Labour Corps.
There was a photograph of “Matilda, known as Millie,
married a Chapman”. I’ve no suitable Matilda in my
database, but I do have Amelia, Fred’s sister, who did
marry a Chapman, and who could have been called Millie. Family memories sometimes can stray!
There remained some mysteries. Who was Ivy Markham? What was the connection to the Overend
family? But I was very pleased to have identified the main players.
Here are some of the families involved.
James Micklethwaite (1842-1887) m. 1871 Alice Frost (nee Oxley)
Fred Micklethwaite (1871-1910) m. 1905 Clara Nash - see below
Amelia Micklethwaite (1873-) m. 1900 James Chapman
Ethel Micklethwaite (1875-) m. 1895 Joseph Ralph Tate
John Thomas Micklethwaite (1878-1961) m. 1912 Lilian Palfreeman
Joe Micklethwaite (1880-1937) m. 1903 Harriet Ann Crowther
Florence Micklethwaite (1882-) m. 1908 Charles Smith
Fred Micklethwaite (1871-1910) m. 1905 Clara Nash
James Robert Micklethwaite (1905-1905)
Joe Micklethwaite (1907-1987) m1. 1925 Evelyn M Auty

Robert Milnes (1850-) m. 1872 Mary Jane Nash
Clara Nash (1870) m. 1905 Fred Micklethwaite
Hannah Milnes (1873-) m. 1894 Joseph Stephenson
George Windle Milnes (1880-)
Lydia Milnes (1875-)
Mary Ann (Polly) Milnes (1877-)
Grace Milnes (1878-1884)
Phoebe Milnes (1885-) m. 1907 William Norgate
Henry (Harry) Milnes (1887-)
Joseph Stephenson m. 1894 Hannah Milnes
Charlotte (Lottie) Stephenson (1896)
Florence Mary Stephenson (1896-)
Ivy Milnes Stephenson (1905-) m. 1926 James Armstrong
The next question was whether I could find anyone
from these families. As shown in the family listing,
Clara and Fred had a son Joe, who married Evelyn
Auty. The obvious place to start was with them.
Checking the births on FreeBMD showed that they had
a daughter Ivy M Micklethwaite, and FreeBMD’s
marriages showed that Ivy had married. I then looked at
192.com and found a possible candidate for Ivy living
in Dewsbury at the same postcode from 2002 to 2015.
Using an old CD of 2002 Electoral Roll data, I found an
address and sent a letter off to Ivy. To my surprise and
delight, her daughter Elaine rang me straight away.
Elaine remembers looking at this album with her
grandfather, Joe, when she was a teenager. She
confirmed almost everything I had deduced. Clara was
indeed born out of wedlock, a huge embarrassment
then. Hannah had married Joseph Stephenson. Lydia
and Polly were Joe’s maiden aunts. Ivy Markham was a
family friend. Elaine also said that the album had been
lost to the family when Joe had remarried.
Currently, various commitments are getting in the way
of meeting Elaine, but I’m looking forward to returning
the album she hasn’t seen for 36 years.

